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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. TO 
THINE OWN SELF BE TRUE...Von lawyeraauThis is a well-written memoir by a remarkable young woman who, at 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B004P8JHWA


the age of fifteen, was made aware of the fact that her father was suffering from gender dysphoria. It seemed that her 
father enjoyed cross dressing and had decided that he would prefer to do so all the time. He had come to a realization 
that he was actually a transsexual and not just a transvestite.This wryly funny memoir, which is not just the author's 
memoir but that of her mother, as well, and, to some extent, that of her father, though, as in life, his essence remains 
the most elusive. The author is clearly an intelligent, perceptive young woman, and she lays bare her parents' 
relationship, to the extent that she can, with their blessing, as well as her recollection of growing up in a household 
where the father was evidently deeply troubled by his gender issues. She outlines the impact that this had on him and, 
consequently, on her and her mother, as well as on the family dynamics. She fully discusses the changes that his 
coming out about his gender issues would confer upon them all, both good and bad.Informative as well as entertaining, 
the author manages to infuse a great deal of perceptiveness in analyzing the familial relationships. She supported her 
father's decision, though some of the issues that she had with him were not as a direct result of his gender dysphoria, 
but rather with the way he treated both her and her mother as she was growing up. Still, as someone who grew up in a 
seemingly traditional nuclear family, only to find herself in a non-traditional one, the author has remained remarkable 
sanguine about the entire experience.This is a wonderful book that gives a birds-eye view of the experience of living 
with someone who has gender dysphoria. It is also gives the reader a peek into a family that was simply trying to cope 
the best way that they knew how, given the little that they knew about what was really at the core of many of the 
troubling dynamics within the household. It is a book that grounds what some may perceive as an unreal situation in 
the context of a vital family that was simply struggling to survive a complicated situation into which they were thrust 
by forces beyond their control. It is a portrait of a family in pain that survives and comes to terms with its permutation.

Kurzbeschreibung"There's no news like hearing irrefutable proof that you're not the sole cause of your parents' woes, 
your father's drinking, your unshakable feeling that you're not put together quite right and finding out the problem all 
along was your father's unrequited yearning for angora." Noelle Howey from Dress CodesThroughout her childhood in 
suburban Ohio, Noelle struggled to gain love and affection from her distant father. In compensating for her father's 
brusqueness, Noelle idolized her nurturing tomboy mother and her conservative grandma who tried to turn her into "a 
little lady." At age 14, Noelle's mom told her the family secret straight out: "Dad likes to wear women's clothes."As 
Noelle copes with a turbulent adolescence, further confused by the male and female role models she had as a girl, her 
father begins to metamorphose into the loving parent she had always longed foronly now outfitted in pedal pushers 
and pink lipstick. Could becoming a woman make her father a completely different person? With edgy humor, 
courage, and remarkable sensitivity, Noelle Howey challenges all of our beliefs in what constitutes gender and a 
"normal" family..deIf the only time you think you've seen a transsexual is on the Jerry Springer show, Noelle Howey's 
thoughtful, funny memoir of her suburban childhood with a cross-dressing dad may leave you wondering where all the 
fireworks are. The first half of Dress Codes is like anyone's story of parental neglect. "I had a dad possibly like yours," 
Howey explains, "sullen, sporadically hostile, frequently vacant." It was her loving mother who eventually confided 
her father's secret when Howey was 15, by which time it came as a relief that the remoteness, the drinking, the mood 
swings were not the young Noelle's fault, but the result of her father's constantly stifled "yearning for angora." 
Although the early chapters are interesting, Dress Codes really takes off at the halfway point, when her father realized 
he was not a heterosexual male transvestite, but a woman. His sexual transition, and the family's awkward adjustment 
to it--including the author's inability in high school to keep any secret aside from this One Big Secret--is written with 
warmth and insight, and colored with a lonely girl's lingering disappointment. --Regina Marler.comIf the only time 
you think you've seen a transsexual is on the Jerry Springer show, Noelle Howey's thoughtful, funny memoir of her 
suburban childhood with a cross-dressing dad may leave you wondering where all the fireworks are. The first half of 
Dress Codes is like anyone's story of parental neglect. "I had a dad possibly like yours," Howey explains, "sullen, 
sporadically hostile, frequently vacant." It was her loving mother who eventually confided her father's secret when 
Howey was 15, by which time it came as a relief that the remoteness, the drinking, the mood swings were not the 
young Noelle's fault, but the result of her father's constantly stifled "yearning for angora." Although the early chapters 
are interesting, Dress Codes really takes off at the halfway point, when her father realized he was not a heterosexual 
male transvestite, but a woman. His sexual transition, and the family's awkward adjustment to it--including the author's 
inability in high school to keep any secret aside from this One Big Secret--is written with warmth and insight, and 
colored with a lonely girl's lingering disappointment. --Regina Marler 


