
(Mobile book) Runaway

Runaway

Von Wendelin Van Draanen 
*Download PDF | ePub | DOC | audiobook | ebooks

Produktinformation -Verkaufsrang: #1213968 in eBooksVerffentlicht am: 2008-03-11Erscheinungsdatum: 
2008-03-11File Name: B0013TPYZS | File size: 50.Mb

Von Wendelin Van Draanen : Runaway  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Runaway: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Courtesy 
of Teens Read TooVon TeensReadTooTwelve-year-old Holly has had enough of "the system." She is not going to let 
another foster dad touch her, or allow another foster mom to hit her. If she runs away, she knows she will have to fend 
for herself, but at least she won't have to worry about being locked in a utility room without food, or having her head 
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shoved in a toilet as punishment for refusing to be touched. And, most appealing of all, she will not have to face being 
called a liar by the adults in "the system."Holly believes that trusting adults can only result in trouble for her, and she 
cannot bring herself to take a leap of faith with her teacher, Ms. Leone. However, when she gives Holly a journal and 
suggests she explore writing as a source of comfort, Holly decides to give it a try, even though she is certain it is a 
waste of time: "Giving me this journal was a totally lame thing to do. You think writing will get me out of here? You 
think words will make me forget about the past? Get real, Ms. Leone!" (p. 1). However, over the next several months, 
Holly finds that the journal is the only friend she can trust, the only one that is always there for her and, ultimately, the 
only guide that keeps her on track to something better.RUNAWAY, presented entirely as journal entries, follows 
Holly from May 17th until December 1st, as she chronicles her life on the streets and her constant search for food, a 
bath, and a warm place to sleep. Some of the poems seem a bit much to have come from the pen of a twelve-year-old, 
until one considers that Holly's life as a "gypsy"--inspired by a way of life one would hope is a bit much to actually 
exist in the real world, but, unfortunately, is neither farfetched nor unrealistic--makes her mature expression of ideas 
more than plausible.RUNAWAY could be a real eye-opener for middle school kids, while easily being engaging 
enough for older teens. Additionally, although at 272 pages the book may appear lengthy for younger readers, the 
journal format will actually appeal to readers with shorter attention spans.Reviewed by: Mechele R. Dillard

KurzbeschreibungThis diary of a runaway girl and her search for a home celebrates hope, resilience, and happy 
endings. Holly's run away before, but this time she actually gets awayand what felt like an escape at first soon 
becomes a daily struggle for survival. She is smart and resourceful, and she manages to make it across the country on 
her own. But how long can this go on? It's getting harder to avoid the truthHolly is now homeless. Runaway is a 
remarkably uplifting portrait of a girl still young and stubborn and naive enough to believe there's a better place for her 
in the world.From the Hardcover edition.From BooklistFrom May until November, Holly writes in her journal, by 
turns fierce, angry, scared, heartbroken, defiant. Her teacher gave Holly the journal in the hopes of allowing her to 
work through her mother's overdose and stays in a succession of foster homes. But Holly has more immediate issues--
hunger and shelter and not being cold. Running away again from an abusive foster family, she makes her way by 
stealth and cunning to Los Angeles. She writes poetry in her journal, too--vivid and wired poems that it seems a smart 
12-year-old actually could write. She refuses to see herself as homeless, but as a gypsy, making a home where she 
can--libraries and schools are among her favorite places to hide. As her situation gets increasingly desperate, readers 
long for Holly to find a bath and a hot meal and someone to care for her. The ending of this taut, powerful story seems 
possible and deeply hopeful. GraceAnne DeCandidoCopyright American Library Association. All rights reservedFrom 
School Library JournalGrade 6-8Readers wont look at homeless people in quite the same way after meeting Holly and 
seeing her through five long months on her own. An urban, female version of Gary Paulsens Hatchet (Macmillan, 
1986), this novel chronicles the daily struggle for food, shelter, safety, and cleanliness that becomes the focus of life 
once a home and income are stripped away. Twelve-year-old Holly knows a lot about living on the streets, since she 
lived that life with her drug-addicted mother before the womans death from an overdose. She determines that it is 
preferable to continuing in her abusive foster home. A journal provided by a compassionate teacher is where she 
records her lonely and difficult struggle for survival. While the plot has the occasional convenience, readers will be 
drawn to the gripping details of both physical and emotional landmines hidden in the ordinariness of everyday life. 
This is a great book to hand-sell or booktalk to young teens who enjoy a dose of emotional trauma in their fiction or 
for reluctant readers who need suspense to keep them turning the pages. Van Draanen has shown great versatility in 
adding another dimension to her already respected body of work.Faith Brautigam, Gail Borden Public Library, Elgin, 
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