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Von Lawrence Lipking : Samuel Johnson: Life of an Author  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Samuel Johnson: Life of an Author: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Lipking 
focuses on Johnson's writing rather than the life.Von frankl@interport.netLipking has written a "writer's life," 
examining Johnson not from the viewpoint of celebrity, but as a history of his writing, and "career development" as an 
author. Lipking's thesis is that the transformations Johnson underwent in his career went a long way in shaping what 
we think of authors, and in that interest spends the bulk of his time examining Johnson's written words. While one may 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00AXV3JZE


initially think this approach is redundant with Kernan's ("Samuel Johnson and the Impact of Print"), in fact Lipking is 
far less concerned with the publishing industry and more concerned with Johnson's writings themselves. A more direct 
comparison might be made to DeMaria's "Samuel Johnson," but even there the comparison is weak. Like Lipking, 
DeMaria analyzes Johnson's writings, but Lipking is less concerned about context, and concentrates far more on the 
writings.

KurzbeschreibungTracing Samuel Johnson's rocky climb from anonymity to fame, in the course of which he came to 
stand for both the greatness of English literature and the good sense of the common reader, Lipking shows how this 
life transformed the very nature of authorship.PressestimmenIn "Samuel Johnson", [Lipking] eschews the traditional 
approaches to biographical study, focusing instead on Johnson's works as a means of revealing not just the man's 
character and literary philosophy but also his attitude toward the authorial profession and the role of the writer in 
society..."Samuel Johnson" makes a convincing case for studying the works rather than biographical facts to shed light 
on Johnson the writer, and Lipking amply demonstrates that this man--talented, ambitious, yet constantly struggling 
against depression and oppression--not only developed a singular identity but also came to epitomize what it meant to 
be an author.--Gerald H. Strauss "Magill's Literary Annual "KurzbeschreibungTracing Samuel Johnson's rocky climb 
from anonymity to fame, in the course of which he came to stand for both the greatness of English literature and the 
good sense of the common reader, Lipking shows how this life transformed the very nature of authorship. 


