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Von Bruce Wilkinson : Secrets of the Vine: Breaking Through to Abundance (Breakthrough Series)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Secrets of the Vine: Breaking 
Through to Abundance (Breakthrough Series): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. How to 
Prepare to Receive from The Prayer of JabezVon Donald MitchellI enjoy hearing what others have to say about the 
Bible, especially those who have a knowledge of Hebrew. They can gather meanings that are not apparent to me from 
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the plain words in the English translation. I was delighted to find that The Secrets of the Vine focuses on one of the 
most puzzling Bible stories I have ever read, and expanded my knowledge of what that story means. Through a 
combination of this new understanding and reflecting on The Prayer of Jabez, I have come to appreciate new choices 
concerning my relationship to God. That's a great gift, and I feel deeply moved by the experience. I think you will be, 
too.After the Last Supper, Jesus took His disciples outside to visit a vineyard in order to teach a lesson. Obviously, this 
was a most important lesson because it came as the last ordinary conversation they could have together in person. The 
story is told in John 15."I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser." John 15:1"Every branch in Me that does 
not bear fruit, He takes away . . . ."". . . and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.""I am 
the vine, you are the branches.""He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit.""By this My Father is glorified, 
that you bear much fruit."Bruce Wilkinson does a good job of explaining about viticulture as a way of expanding the 
meaning of these passages. The vine itself is the bulky gnarly trunk that comes up from the ground and is kept pruned 
into just a few branches. The branches are tied up to keep them in the air. If they are not tied up, they fall to the ground 
where dirt and disease will keep them from bearing fruit. The branches must be cut back in order that the vine will 
produce fruit rather than leaves and new growth. The older the vine gets, the more it has to be cut back to be 
productive. But the older it gets, the better the grapes can be.If you have fallen off the wires, God will tie you back up 
so that you can once again bear fruit. Once there, He will keep you pruned.The book argues then that much of the time 
we will feel like we are being disciplined (in a loving way) when we sin or pruned (to become more productive) when 
we are doing God's work. The book describes how to tell when you are receiving the one versus the other. Both may 
be painful, but each provides a different lesson.What I got from this interpretation is that we should focus on how we 
can better do God's will. Mr. Wilkinson makes a fine point when he says that "we don't really believe God likes us." I 
often find it hard to imagine why God would be willing to put up with our tiny and incomplete lives. When we 
overcome that feeling though, we can realize that God wants us to strengthen our relationship with Him first to 
"deepen the quality of my devoted time with God" and then to "broaden my devoted time" until it is "all the time."A 
particular point that was revealing to me was that this means we should spend more time abiding with God and less 
time doing works. Most of us try to do more and more works. The final pruning causes us to bear more fruit. "If your 
life bears a lot of fruit, God will invite you to abide more deeply with Him."I also see this as an invocation to narrow 
our focus onto God, so that His will permeates our thoughts and actions more thoroughly. Obviously, one action taken 
through God's will accomplishes much more than all of our actions taken without His will.As a test of the validity of 
these thoughts, I was pleased to see that they made my experiences with the prayer of Jabez more vivid and moving. 
Thinking about this Bible lesson from John 15 also served to expand and sharpen my mental and visual focus. I took 
these experiences to mean that these messages were redirecting my life. I am very grateful for the experience.After 
you have read and prayed upon what you learn from this book, may you find ways to abide more and more deeply 
with God. God bless you!0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. winning on God's termsVon Larry 
HehnSecrets of the Vine walks us through the first half of John 15, where Jesus says, "I am the true vine, and My 
Father is the vinedresser...I am the vine, you are the branches." As Christians we have likely heard this metaphor 
before, but have we really grasped all that it implies?Taking slight liberties with the text, Wilkinson introduces us to 
four distinct stages of a vine bearing fruit: no fruit, fruit, more fruit and much fruit. He expands on each, introducing 
us to our current stage and offering helpful guidance to propel us toward the "much fruit" category.The first "secret" 
talks of God's fatherly discipline that pushes us toward a life that bears fruit. Secret number two is that God the 
vinedresser will prune us of our selfish desires so we can bear even more fruit. Secret number three involves God's 
invitation to abide more deeply with Him.In the words of the author, "...the secrets of the vine reveal how God changes 
you so that you will become even more useful (fruitful) for His glory."This little book will help you come to terms 
with the current struggles you have in your life, and focus your attention on becoming the person God meant you to 
be. Highly recommended.Larry Hehn, Author of Get the Prize: Nine Keys for a Life of Victory0 von 0 Kunden fanden 
die folgende Rezension hilfreich. how the sharpest shears can bring the most joyVon Alejandra VernonWith Chapter 
15 of The Gospel of John as its basis, where Jesus speaks to His disciples about the True Vine and the branches, this 
marvel of a book uses the imagery of the vineyard to illustrate the spiritual truths of achieving a fruitful life for God. If 
anyone thinks this book might be about material abundance, it is not...far from it ! In fact, it shows how as part of the 
pruning process, one might have to let go of those possessions we "hold too tightly".When the Vinedresser gets out his 
sharp shears, it feels like tough love, but if we submit, it is a liberating love that brings us the joy of being closer to 
Him. Chapter 3, "The Best Good News (You Didn't Want to Hear)", outlines the steps of discipline, and Chapter 4, 
"Love by Degrees", talks about repentance, and much of the following chapters are on that daunting word, 
"pruning"."Pruning is how God answers your prayers that your life will please Him more and have a greater impact for 
eternity" (pg. 60).In Chapter 5, "A Country Awakening", there is a very useful chart that helps discern whether one is 
being disciplined or pruned; as often both can be painful, they are sometimes confused, but their purpose and 
consequence are quite different.In Chapter 6, "Flourishing Under the Shears", Dr. Wilkinson talks about how we have 
to submit to the tests of faith, and might have to give up things dear to you, in order to have personal transformation, 
and a bigger harvest for God.Chapter 8, "Living in the Presence", is exquisite, and gives the simple steps to the 



"promise and practice of abiding", an abiding that brings peace and happiness to every day, no matter what the 
circumstances.It is a well-made volume with nice quality paper, and nine line drawings of vineyard themes by Vicki 
Shuck that are lovely, and represent much more than vines and grapes.Small but very mighty, this book is one of the 
most important I have read ( I have underlined so many passages, it has almost as much of my ink as print); it has been 
a powerful blessing in my life, and if you are looking for a "breakthrough" book, this may well be it.

KurzbeschreibungIn this powerful follow-up to his bestseller The Prayer of Jabez, Dr. Bruce Wilkinson explores John 
15 to show readers how to make maximum impact for God. Dr. Wilkinson demonstrates how Jesus is the Vine of life, 
discusses four levels of "fruit bearing" (doing the good work of God), and reveals three life-changing truths that will 
lead readers to new joy and effectiveness in His kingdom. Secrets of the Vine opens readers' eyes to the Lord's hand in 
their lives and uncovers surprising insights that will point them toward a new path of consequence for God's 
glory..deNo one said it would be easy. In the first installment of his BreakThrough series, Dr. Bruce H. Wilkinson 
urged Christians to find the abundant life through following a simple prayer. In Secrets of the Vine, his follow-up to 
the bestselling The Prayer of Jabez, the president of Walk thru the Bible Ministries explores compelling images from 
Bible verse John 15 in support of his message that asking for God's blessings may result in suffering and difficult 
circumstances. Through Jesus' symbolic portrayal of himself as the vine, the Father as vinedresser, and his followers as 
the branches, Wilkinson believes that Christians can better understand God's methods for ensuring personal 
fulfillment, and find a closer walk with him. Grapes need pruning--and so do Christians, Wilkinson writes. God's 
"pruning" is painful, but Wilkinson argues that this pruning away of "self" is necessary to gain desirable results. He 
notes, "Pruning will intensify as God's shears cut closer to the core of who you are." Wilkinson urges Christians not to 
confuse "pruning" with "discipline," and offers a helpful chart to distinguish between the two. He discusses four levels 
of fruit bearing, from "no fruit" to "much fruit," and the connection between God's pruning and an abundant harvest. 
Wilkinson's warm, personable writing style helps him come across as a confidant and mentor. Even though he admits, 
"I assure you that I possess no special knowledge in these matters," millions of readers seem to think he does. He lays 
down the challenge: "If you don't know and apply Jesus's vineyard teachings, you'll never experience the abundant life 
you long for. There is simply no other way." Christians aspiring to maturity in their spiritual lives will likely sit up and 
take notice. --Cindy Crosby.comNo one said it would be easy. In the first installment of his BreakThrough series, Dr. 
Bruce H. Wilkinson urged Christians to find the abundant life through following a simple prayer. In Secrets of the 
Vine, his follow-up to the bestselling The Prayer of Jabez, the president of Walk thru the Bible Ministries explores 
compelling images from Bible verse John 15 in support of his message that asking for God's blessings may result in 
suffering and difficult circumstances. Through Jesus' symbolic portrayal of himself as the vine, the Father as 
vinedresser, and his followers as the branches, Wilkinson believes that Christians can better understand God's methods 
for ensuring personal fulfillment, and find a closer walk with him. Grapes need pruning--and so do Christians, 
Wilkinson writes. God's "pruning" is painful, but Wilkinson argues that this pruning away of "self" is necessary to 
gain desirable results. He notes, "Pruning will intensify as God's shears cut closer to the core of who you are." 
Wilkinson urges Christians not to confuse "pruning" with "discipline," and offers a helpful chart to distinguish 
between the two. He discusses four levels of fruit bearing, from "no fruit" to "much fruit," and the connection between 
God's pruning and an abundant harvest. Wilkinson's warm, personable writing style helps him come across as a 
confidant and mentor. Even though he admits, "I assure you that I possess no special knowledge in these matters," 
millions of readers seem to think he does. He lays down the challenge: "If you don't know and apply Jesus's vineyard 
teachings, you'll never experience the abundant life you long for. There is simply no other way." Christians aspiring to 
maturity in their spiritual lives will likely sit up and take notice. --Cindy Crosby 


