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HONEY, I'M HOME...Von lawyeraauThis memoir offersin insider's look into another distinct and unique way of life.
It isaway of life espoused by patriarchal, fundamentalist Mormons, who adhere to polygamy as a central tenet of their
faith. This celestial law, often referred to as "The Principle", iswhat molds their lives from birth, and their beliefs
make for fascinating reading. The author was born in Utah, the home of Mormonism, into afourth generation
polygamous family in 1937. Consequently, she lived her life accordingly in that insular, fundamentalist community.
The thirteenth of thirty-one children, the author chose to follow the tenets of her faith and marry a man who lived by
"The Principle". She entered into a polygamous marriage with her half-sister's husband, Vernon LeBaron, who was a
member of what would later become the notorious LeBaron family.The author lays out what it was like to grow up in a
polygamous household, and what it was like to be awife, one of what would ultimately be nine, in a polygamous
family. Her chronicleis one of desperate poverty, hunger, loneliness, and isolation, as she struggled to remain true to
"The Principle’. Most of the reminiscences take place in the nineteen forties though the nineteen eighties, when the
author finally was liberated, after twenty-eight years of marriage, by circumstances beyond her control. As with
fundamentalism everywhere, women get the short straw, and the author illustrates that premise to great effect with her
own life story. Those who enjoy reading about other cultures will find this book of great interest. This bird-eye view
into the strange, cult-like world of Mormon fundamentalism will hold the reader captive and keep the pages of this
book turning.

Kurzbeschreibunglrene Spencer grew up in afundamentalist, polygamous Mormon village in Arizona. The thirteenth
of thirty-one children, she grew up in abject poverty and isolation, and was taught that she should never question the
church leaders. Her mother, unable to cope, |eft her children and three 'sister-wives with her abusive husband.
Desperate to escape her violent home, and believing she had no choice but to live by 'the Principl€', at sixteen Irene
found herself in a plural marriage, sharing her husband with her half sister. When the government raided her village,
she fled with Verlan, numerous other wives and countless children to aranch in Mexico where Verlan's brother, a self-
proclaimed prophet, was attempting to found a new Mormon colony.The strains of husband-sharing with - ultimately -
nine other wives were unbelievably hard. Irene's story provides a fascinating insight into polygamous marriage - the
squabbles and the jealousy, and the agony of watching your husband choose other wives over you. They lived with
divided loyalties in unremitting deprivation - struggling to maintain so many households and to bring up 56
children.Irene eventually escaped with her children and made the bold step into the outside world and into a freedom
she never knew existed.Irene has led atruly extraordinary life and her harrowing story will appall and astonish, but in
the end her courage and determination to find a better life for her 13 children isincredibly
inspiring.PressestimmenUtterly engaging... jaw-dropping stuff as Irene provides a fascinating insight into Mormon life
and polygamous marriage ***** (Marie Claire)WerbetextA fearlessly honest inspirational memoir about surviving
and escaping a polygamous marriage



