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whether you're interested in the Middle Ages or the life of this religious womanVon Helpful Advice'Skirting Heresy'
written by Elizabeth MacDonald is a book that speaks about the life of Margery Kempe, awoman who became known
as mystic from 15th century and also author of the first autobiography ever written in English "The Book of Margery
Kempe' which she dictated to a priest.When recently her book was digitized by the British Library, the story of woman
who had 14 children and embarked on pilgrimages to Holy Land, Jerusalem and Bethlehem, Santiago de Compostela
and Rome, which was previously known only to a small number of people with regard to only one copy, became
available to awide range of people.Kempe was many times arrested for heresy because of the accusations of the
Catholic Church, she was almost burnt alive as many women these days, therefore her book remains as arecord of the
difficult times for women who lived during the medieval times of 14th and 15th centuries.In her book reader can learn
about the events that marked years in which Kempe lived, such asthe Great Schism, plague and Hundred Y ears War,
and though her historical role is yet to be explored, the life of this extraordinary woman in turbulent timesis certainly
worth the reader's time.Elizabeth MacDonald's story about Margery Kempe athough based on real events, due to the
excitement and mystique of events about which author istelling in her story, can be read as fiction; therefore this
interesting book written in journalistic style is certainly worth reading, whether you're interested in the Middle Ages or
the life of this almost unknown religious woman who was a participant in events that marked her world, but also led to
the creation of our own.

Kurzbeschreibunglt was perhaps Englands darkest hour. The roots of the Protestant Reformation were in place,
although it would be another century before Martin Luther and King Henry V111 upended Catholicism. It was atime
when unauthorized preaching was against the law, and there was a death penalty in place to stop heresy; even Cathaolic
priests were being burned alive.Margery Kempe was born into this world. She dared to follow her truth, and the
calling she knew came from Jesus Christ himself. But she paid mightily for it, and she was repeatedly arrested, put on
trial, even threatened with death. Kempes only lifeline was her wit, determination, and afew influentia friends who
believed in her cause.Y ou will be riveted by this tale of awoman who is credited with dictating the first autobiography
in English, The Book of Margery Kempe. It is an account of arare and courageous woman, a saint of the Anglican
church, who dared stand up for what she believed in.PressestimmenElizabeth MacDonald vividly bringsto life both
the world of medieval England and even more impressively, the heroic Margery Kempe, whose insights and courage
speak to the modern world. This book will absorb and enlighten you.--Steve Forbes, editor, "Forbes' magazine'One of
the best historical narratives I've read in along time. Elizabeth MacDonald has skillfully delivered a gripping, bold
new take on a captivating historical figure, Margery Kempe, a story that shows what was happening in Catholic
England before Joan of Arc was executed." --Larry Kudlow, anchor, CNBC"Elizabeth MacDonald is a gifted reporter--
her ability to weave passion and truth together shinesin "Skirting Heresy". MacDonald's account of Margery Kempe's
life isacompelling must-read story for religious readers and history buffs alike." --Greta VVan Susteren, host of "On
the Record with Greta Van Susteren”"Elizabeth MacDonal d's story about Margery Kempe is an amazing histor-ical
perspective of afascinating character that reads like a mystery you can't put down, full of passion and intrigue. | loved
learning more about Margery--a strong medieval woman of faith taking a stand for what she believed in against all
odds." --Gretchen Carlson, host of "The Real Story with Gretchen Carlson™"Elizabeth MacDonald is a gifted reporter--
her ability to weave passion and truth together shinesin "Skirting Heresy". MacDonald's account of Margery Kempe's
lifeis acompelling must-read story for religious readers and history buffs alike." --Greta Van Susteren, host of "On
the Record with Greta Van Susteren""MacDonald s prose is elegant and clear throughout in this engaging examination
of the historical figure Margery Kempe." Kirkus s A work of scholarship and the imagination. Bloomberg News A
fascinating work. The trials, pilgrimages, weeping, and relentless uproar that surrounded Kempe are al very much
brought to life by MacDonald, a gifted writer and story-teller. All very believable, and even inspiring. If you want a
very different summer read, quick and engaging, about someone important, about something important, you should
pick upSkirting Heresy. National Elizabeth MacDonald has done us a genuine service in recovering and translating
into a modern, page-turning narrative this very unusual story of aworld which was rent by conflicts very like those we
face today. Aleteia'Elizabeth MacDonald likely would hate being compared to a saint, but her writing here proves
once again, her own inherent goodness. Few journalists reach such an understanding in life. Then again, few
journalists come close to what my friend 'Lizzy' has donein life, and the subjects she tackles routinely in life.... Quite
abook. Quite a subject. Quite an author. Neil Cavuto, host of CavutoandY our World With Neil Cavuto "Elizabeth
MacDonald is a gifted reporter her ability to weave passion and truth together shines inSkirting Heresy. MacDonald s
account of Margery Kempe slifeisacompelling must-read story for religious readers and history buffs alike. Greta
Van Susteren, host of On the Record with Greta Van Susteren One of the best historical narratives| veread in along
time. Elizabeth MacDonald has skillfully delivered a gripping, bold new take on a captivating historical figure,
Margery Kempe, a story that shows what was happening in Catholic England before Joan of Arc was executed. Larry
Kudlow, anchor, CNBC Elizabeth MacDonald s story about Margery Kempe is an amazing historical perspective of a



fascinating character that reads like a mystery you can t put down, full of passion and intrigue. | loved learning more
about Margery a strong medieval woman of faith taking a stand for what she believed in against al odds. Gretchen
Carlson, host of The Real Story with Gretchen Carlson""MacDonald's prose is elegant and clear throughout in this
engaging examination of the historical figure Margery Kempe." -- Kirkus s"A work of scholarship and the
imagination." -- Bloomberg News "A fascinating work. The trials, pilgrimages, weeping, and relentless uproar that
surrounded Kempe are al very much brought to life by MacDonald, a gifted writer and story-teller. All very
believable, and even inspiring. If you want a very different summer read, quick and engaging, about someone
important, about something important, you should pick up Skirting Heresy." -- National "Elizabeth MacDonald has
done us a genuine service in recovering and translating into a modern, page-turning narrative this very unusual story of
aworld which was rent by conflicts very like those we face today." -- Aleteid"Elizabeth MacDonald vividly bringsto
life both the world of medieval England and even more impressively, the heroic Margery Kempe, whose insights and
courage speak to the modern world. This book will absorb and enlighten you." --Steve Forbes, editor, Forbes
magazine'Elizabeth MacDonald likely would hate being compared to a saint, but her writing here proves once again,
her own inherent goodness. Few journalists reach such an understanding in life. Then again, few journalists come
close to what my friend 'Lizzy' has donein life, and the subjects she tackles routinely in life.... Quite abook. Quite a
subject. Quite an author." --Neil Cavuto, host of Cavuto and Y our World With Neil Cavuto "Elizabeth MacDonald isa
gifted reporter -- her ability to weave passion and truth together shinesin Skirting Heresy. MacDonald's account of
Margery Kempe'slifeis acompelling must-read story for religious readers and history buffs alike." -- Greta Van
Susteren, host of On the Record with Greta VVan Susteren "One of the best historical narratives I've read in along time.
Elizabeth MacDonald has skillfully delivered a gripping, bold new take on a captivating historical figure, Margery
Kempe, a story that shows what was happening in Catholic England before Joan of Arc was executed." --Larry
Kudlow, anchor, CNBC "Elizabeth MacDonald's story about Margery Kempe is an amazing historical perspective of a
fascinating character that reads like a mystery you can't put down, full of passion and intrigue. | loved learning more
about Margery--a strong medieval woman of faith taking a stand for what she believed in against all odds." --Gretchen
Carlson, host of The Real Story with Gretchen Carlson”Elizabeth MacDonald portrays Kempe as a feminist before her
time. Writing in a clear, no-nonsense style, MacDonald, a business reporter, weaves medieval history with material
from Kempe's memoir, dictated in approximately 1436. This memoir, The Book of Margery Kempe, is considered the
first English autobiography. That it was fashioned by awoman is another first. ...At this time, women were not
allowed to preach the Gospel and couldn't travel without men. Y et Kempe managed to do both. She made several
pilgrimages and traveled to the Holy Land. She chastised her neighbors wrongdoings as well as that of town and
church leaders. If she saw fault with the actions of mayors, priests and bishops, she let them know about it. She was
never one to keep her thoughts to herself, and as seen in this entertaining biography, that was a good thing."--Diane
Scharper, National Catholic Reporter An engrossing and important revival of atimelesslife story, of an heroic woman,
Margery Kempe. MacDonald, like her subject, is atruth teller in the modern sense, ever eager to shine alight on what
needs to be known."-- Real ClearM arketsK urzbeschreibunglt was perhaps Englands darkest hour. The roots of the
Protestant Reformation were in place, although it would be another century before Martin Luther and King Henry VI
upended Catholicism. It was a time when unauthorized preaching was against the law, and there was a death penalty in
place to stop heresy; even Catholic priests were being burned alive.Margery Kempe was born into thisworld. She
dared to follow her truth, and the calling she knew came from Jesus Christ himself. But she paid mightily for it, and
she was repeatedly arrested, put on trial, even threatened with death. Kempes only lifeline was her wit, determination,
and afew influential friends who believed in her cause.Y ou will be riveted by thistale of awoman who is credited
with dictating the first autobiography in English, The Book of Margery Kempe. It is an account of arare and
courageous woman, a saint of the Anglican church, who dared stand up for what she believed in.



