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indispensible handbook for educational reform!Von Ein KundeIn a world gone mad for something, anything, to repair 
the ills of our fledgling education system, David Perkins is a welcome voice of reason. He provides readers with a 
clear description of the problems in our current system and offers common-sense educational solutions. This is not a 
reactionary, radical reformist volume which advocates the dismantling of education as we know it in favor of untested 
theories. Rather, Perkins defines a logical system of educational beliefs which are based upon sound research and 
work toward clearly defined educational goals. Perkins writes with a clarity and simplicity that is all too rare among 
educators. He uses no educational jargon without first defining it in an understandable way. Further, he provides a 
checklist for educational change which will assist concerned parents, educators, and administrators in systematically 
implementing his recomendations. In its organization, content, and writing, "Smart Schools" exemplifies all that our 
education system should foster in our children to prepare them for an active and significant role in the shaping of our 
world's future. If you are concerned with the quality of our children's education, you must have this book in your 
library.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Smart Schools : Better Thinking and Learning for 
Every ChildVon Judy WallaceAs the new millennium draws ever near, it is with bittersweet sensibility that as we look 
to the future of education with promising successes, we also reflect on the past at acknowledged failures. Despite 
continued advances in technology which should have at least guaranteed intellectual competency, academic mastery 
remains elusive. Impassioned debates abound in many arenas confirming the urgency of our plight. In his book "Smart 
Schools", David Perkins provides thoughtful insight into our classrooms and the ongoing challenge of educating our 
children. Numerous reforms and popular theories are explored with critical commentary. Situational examples are 
plentiful and serve to further support his views. Skillfully, Mr. Perkins constructs the school of the future 
demonstrating that a smart school is not only possible but necessary. Practical innovations regarding what to teach and 
how to teach are clearly outlined with cross curricular examples provided. The role of education with the intent to 
learn is redefined and strategies for success abound restoring a much needed sense of hope to our educational system. 
Effective change is possible but admittedly it won't be easy. A strong commitment by all is essential if his vision is to 
succeed. Change is often difficult and finding a starting point may be even harder. Perhaps the first step should be to 
read this book. Then the path will be easy to follow.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Energizes one to commit to personal teaching reformVon Ein KundeThis book has started conversations among our 
teachers about exciting teaching. It is packed with ideas on student-centered learning, and has been the catalyst for 
many teaching workshops for our school. A must read for any serious teacher, administrator, etc. Mary Kathryn 
Villere Academic Assistant Principal St. Scholastica Academy Covington, LA

KurzbeschreibungPerkins reveals the common misguided strategies students use and offers teachers and parents 
advice on how they can help their children.Although there has been a great deal of impassioned debate over the sad 
state of American education today, surprisingly little attention has been paid to how children actually learn to think. 
But, as David Perkins demonstrates, we cannot solve our problems in this area simply by redistributing power or by 
asking children to regurgitate facts on a multiple choice exam. Rather we must ask what kinds of knowledge students 
typically acquire in school. In Smart Schools, Perkins draws on over twenty years of research to reveal the common 
misguided strategies students use in trying to understand a topic, and then shows teachers and parents what strategies 
they can use with children to increase real understanding.KurzbeschreibungPerkins reveals the common misguided 
strategies students use and offers teachers and parents advice on how they can help their children.Although there has 
been a great deal of impassioned debate over the sad state of American education today, surprisingly little attention 
has been paid to how children actually learn to think. But, as David Perkins demonstrates, we cannot solve our 
problems in this area simply by redistributing power or by asking children to regurgitate facts on a multiple choice 
exam. Rather we must ask what kinds of knowledge students typically acquire in school. In Smart Schools, Perkins 
draws on over twenty years of research to reveal the common misguided strategies students use in trying to understand 
a topic, and then shows teachers and parents what strategies they can use with children to increase real 
understanding.Synopsis Analyzes the current educational system, describes the ways in which children learn, and 
suggests practical techniques for improving student understanding. 


